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TRAFFIC SIGNAL OPERATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.07 am]: I am pleased to inform the house that 
Western Australia is now the first state to have all traffic signals operating with light-emitting diode displays, or 
LED displays, on all its traffic control signals. This achievement is the culmination of a six-year program. The 
more efficient and cost-effective LED displays deliver substantial savings with an estimated 75 per cent 
reduction in power consumption. Main Roads currently manages just under 1 000 sets of traffic signals across 
the state from Karratha in the north to Albany and Busselton in the south and Kalgoorlie to the east. The new 
LED signals provide a brighter signal for motorists, which improves safety, reduces energy use and saves public 
money on operating costs. 

Main Roads Western Australia is leading the nation with the implementation of a number of innovative and 
sustainable initiatives being applied at traffic signal–operated intersections throughout the state. Other key 
initiatives to improve our traffic signal operations, which have already been successfully introduced under the 
Main Roads traffic congestion management program, include pedestrian countdown timers now installed at 
17 key crossings; a flashing yellow caution lights for turning traffic trial at five locations; a right-turn filtering 
trial at six sites on Canning Highway, with early results looking encouraging; and improved traffic signal timings 
at 93 intersections along nine key traffic routes across the Perth metropolitan area. These initiatives are part of 
a planned strategic approach to deliver immediate benefits and improved safety at key congestion hotspots across 
the state. This is really just the start; we are moving into new territory with our traffic signals and identifying 
ways to improve our operations. This year we are expanding our traffic signal timing improvement project to 
include 201 traffic signals over 20 routes. 

This state Liberal–National government is delivering benefits to the people of Western Australia through 
innovation and the traffic signal–LED initiative is just one of these, with very positive benefits. I commend 
Main Roads for leading the nation in this important area. 
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